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A True and full Relation of the horrid Mur- 1] 


thet of Alice Stephens, and Martha her Daughter 3 with 
the manner of Burning their Bodies , by Firing the Houſe wherein they”. 
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A Tree and full Relation of the horrid Murther 
of Alice Stephen, and Martha her Daughter, &c. 


O Mas can poſſibly be ſo great a Stranger tb bis own dourſe a-d con- 
ver ſatĩon of Life, as not to diſcover the ſpreading growth of ſin 
by our own woful experience we find it to be too true, that when 
with delight and complaccney we inure our ſelves to the practice of 

lighter fins for quality and degree, at laſt growing impudentlv confident, we 
fear not to comply with the Devils Temptations to Sias of a detper die, eſpe- 
cially when occaſton and opportunity prefents us with x fait invn ation there- 
unto; for cuſtom in (tn (by the juſt Judgement of God) unbappily deprives 
the Sinner of all ſenſeof. and remorſe for dia ʒupon this ſtupidity and ſenſcleſs- 
nels of Conſcience, there unavoidably fol os a ready'yciiding to any wicked 


= aMons, tbat are but probably and temptingly propounded.-- - - 


Commonly tie deglanings of fin are baſhful and modeſt , the Devil is To 
politickia his conttivances to compals our eternal ruine. that he modeſtly lays 
lis: foundation with remprations to [ins (that in the eye of carnal reaſon ) 
— ; if be chance to find us ſo facile as readily40 
comply with hole, then ſike a conſident Begzar he importunarely celle 
ar conſett to greater fins z nay, ſuch is the unluckly conſequence and una- 
vordable danger of {11, that it frequently falts our, that the courteous Sinner 
to ſecure himtelf ſrom the ſham? that attends ſome litele fins, thinks himſelf 
nec: flared co conceal their guilt by the commiſſion of greater ones. 

He therefore that ſincerely deſites to ſecure his ſoul from the mortal wounds 
of groſſer fins, mult be ſure ac firſt not to diſregard lefſer ſcares, for a modeſt 


,=d private way of ſinning, will at laſt conclude in a publick and ſhamele(s 


comen:cacg of ſin. 

- Oar Alwiſe God hath thought good by the leaſt, to hedge in and ſecure 
ovcdierce to thegteater Commandments, he therefore that dares frequently 
atem̃pt to cr.croach upon this eneloſure, and ſecurely violate the lier cir- 


oumſtance, will at laſt grow impuder.tly hold, and daringly invade Gods pre- 


r ꝑativc. in commanding us in matters of greater moment ; he that aegle & 
tu pay tits of mint and cumming, will quickly let go the weightier things of 
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to roxceal the ſhame thereof , 'ewas concluded with the Muxcher ot innocent 
Uriah, The beſt way therefore to ſecure our ſelres from the Devils dar ger- 


oas temptations,is couragionſly to reject his allurements tolittle fins, and ben 


he will utterly deſpair of prevailing with us in groſſer ĩmpieties. RIES 

poſſibly we may fooliſhly propoſe to ourſelves certain bounds and: limits 
in our proc-edings in the way of ſin, but when once we have forfeited the Di- 
vine Protection and Aſſiſtance, by our frequent deviations , it to too often 
fallt out that men violently rufh upon deſtcuRion, never conſidering whether 
their Souls are poſting, till they find themſelves amidſt the infornal Regions 
of Darkneſs, a clear demonſtration of this truth, you have here preſented to 
your ſerious conſideration in the following lamencable paſſages. 

This Thoma / Reignolds (as it app:arsby his own Confeſſion, and the re 
port of his Neighbours) was from his very infancy much add cd to ſeveral 
vices; bis Parents (though poor) yet kept him at School ſo lorg, till he wag 
able in a compotent manner to read in the Bible, but by his own careleſsneſc, 
and his Parents forgetfulneſs of their duty to call pon him to read, when he 
was apprehended and caſt into a Priſon, be could hatdly read at all, for a 
week or fortnight at leaſt he denied that he could ever read, but at laſt being 
diſcovered to bea Lyar herein. by the Minifter of the Pariſh where he livec 
be was deficed by bünm td eead the 3 . Pala, Which de did fo pintifolly » thik 


he ſol dom pronounced a whole word true, being ſharply reproved for this 


preat loſs , which would have been very advantageous to him in order to h 
preparations for death, which.was then poſting upon him, he b · gan with a ſ 
or two to confeſs how careleſ: he had been in ſerving God, both in publick in 
the Church. and in private is his Cloſet duties he ſpent very many Sabbaths 
in itlleneſe, in ſporting and playing, and ſeveral in the Ale-houſe;particular- 
ly in the Houſe of Thomes Corſficla, who: lived near unto the Houſe of / abu 
Stephens, where he committed the following. Murthers. Laſt Summer H ſſize-⸗ 
hy was Arraigned at Salep, ſor ſtealing fix pounds out of the Houſe of 4. 
. watxd Aud, and though wil dreadful imagcations he contiqued to deny 
that he had the Money, yet upon his Tryal thera was ſo good evidence (up 
on ſeveral very probablecireumſtances) brought in againſt him, that he was 
in great danger of being fouſd guilty, bis beſt friand to ſavt᷑ bis life, was eh. 
Stephens, whom he now au tequited, by mutthetiog bis Wiſe and Da gh 


ter he wat not twenty years of Age, hen he acted theſe following villan ts: 


On Menſday beitig the 22..0f fannary laſt paſt, the day brfore Thomas 
Reignelarcomm tted the following mus thers. he ai not then fo be found, that 
_ nighthe lay at Corlfiedi houſe, ard the Mather and Siſter of the ſaid T H 
Reigrolds coming late thereto 'o00k for him, Corfs 4 and his Wife return 
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into D«vids heart, this fire quickly broak out into Adultery, and A the end 
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tem ibis anfwerathat he bad not been in thele Rouſe of three months before; 
this Corfleld did (us Reif ſaith) without his knowledge of conſent, The 
next morning intendirg to return to his Fathers Houſe j as he went home- 
wards very early, he called at the houſe of oba Stephens,to inquite for a pair 
of Gloves , which be ſuppoſed he might leave there the evening before, not 
; finding chem there, ehe Stephent bring to go to Stoke Caſtie,to his accuſtorm> 
ed dy labour , Themes Reignald: accompanicd him part of the way towards _. 
Alan. Not far from the houſe of Joby Sthephent there is a Broolty Cloſe, 
where Reigno/d? left him, telling 7 obs Stephen: that he would go and ſearch 
there for his Gloves, for he did not know (as be ſaid) but he m t bay 
| them there the tay before; no ſooner had he parted with fob» Stepbens,an 
had entered into the Cloſe , but as he was hanging down bis head, and dili- 
; ently looking for his Gloves, to men (one in Black and the other in light 
Gray Cloaths) appeared to him, asking him what he ſo bt ſor, he ſaid for a 
pair of Gloves which he had loſt; they did bim not trouble himſelf about his 
Gloves, for if he would be ruled by them, and do as they would bave hitn, 
; Mould not want Gloves or any thing elſe z he asked their names, which thi 
| ravetohim; be in black called himfelf n Pugb, and the other Richerd 
” Tate; theſe two perſons appeared in ſo . Habit, that the talked witin 
them (as be faith) with bis Hat in his hand, and when once he had entered 
| into diſcourſe with them; he had no power to leave their company, when 
therefore be had promi ſed thetn obedience upon the forementioned conditi- 
dns; they turned about and enquired the names of ſeveral Neighbouring 
Tewns, as Ludlow, Onibury, Staanten, and Bromfieldy not long after (as he. 
ſaitb) they ptopoſtd to him the following murther, and being asked by the 
Miniſtertto whom he firſt made this confe ſſion) what induced him to embrace 
their motion to ſo bar batous an action, he ſaid, that he thought Jobs Steph 
whoihad ſold a Cow about three Weeks before, had received the money for 
ker , without delay therefore or any further ſcruple, 7 howas Reignold: follow. 
ed theſe two men up ro the pulſe of Jeb Stephens, he as was ſaid before, was 
gone to work to the Houſe of the Right Worſhipful-Sir Samuel Baldwyr , 
Thomas Reignolds therefore with the two men after him, entering into the 
/ Houſe, he found Alice Stephens Spinning at the Wheel, near unto the fire, ſhe 
| being very heavy of bearing, he inſenſib y came behind her, and laing hold 
bf ber under her Chin, be drew back ber bead with the one hand, and with the 
biber de ſo ſuddenly cutther throat, that ſhe had not time ſo much as to ſay, - 
Nord have Mercy upon her ſoul , no ſooner had he thus imbrucd his hands in 
this innocent blood, but be looked behind him, but could not (as he confeſ- 
Td) fee the two Men. | 


| 


Ay 
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As yet his confelence was not awakened, neither was he in the leaſt troubled 
for what he had done, or tarified with ry this poor creature lying 
10 her own Blood. Leaving therefore her dead body, he began toſeatreti th 
houſe for the reward which the D;vil (or his own wicked thoughts) ptopoſrd 
to bim for this horrible Murther, but finding no Money (for as it hapned it 
was not then tereived) de met with nothing that he could conveniently carry 
|, away, He only ber wedding Rings, 8+ he was above in the Chamber buſily 
ſearching about, be eſpied Martla the Daughter of Alice $tephent comming 
homewards, (for ſh: happened to be Oat of doom when her Mother was mur- 
theted) the bettet thertfore to ſecure hitnfelf by concealing this firſt mureher , 
to add Blood to Blood ; in putſuance of this hu curſed reſolution, he inſtant« 
ly left the Chamber, and poſted towards the door of the houſe, and ho ſoon- 
vt was this young girl entred In, but he laid Violent hands on Her, and belong 
much too ſtrong for her (ſhe was about 14. of 16. Years of apehe fo ſudden- 
ly eut her throat alſo, that ſhe bad time to ſay no more, but where's my 
Mother. | | 
When he had thus inhumanely butchered theſe two innocent ſouls, he not 
not loog after, returned, back again to the houſe of Th Corfield, and Cone 
„ rtinued my the greateſt part of that day, > 
1 This double Mutther wat committed between Nine & Eleven of the Clock 
on Thurſday the 23d. day of 7anvary, inthe beginulag of che night be left 
Corfieldt bouſe, and went back towards the houſe of obs Spephent , arid 
entt ing thereinto, he dragged Aartha Stephen from the door (where he leſe 
het, alter he bad Matthered her,) inte a Hovil joyning to the houſe, then 
taking ſome Fire from the Harth, he conveighed it inte ſome Straw that was 
in the Hoyil , and thereby he burnt the houſe, and with it conſumed to Aſhes 
tte greateſt part of both thelr Bodies. 
.- Thus having by murther and fire moſt inhumanely deprived this poor man 
(not only of the beſt part of his worldly comforts , but alſo of che de 
patt of bis goods, which by his hard labour atheted together, 7 h. 
| Reignalas rakes ſanctuat at Corfield: and (as it appears by his 
**confeffion) be continued drinking there till Richard Corfield returned from 
the fire, and then being ſpoken to by him to go home, he immediately depatr- 
ed towards Alion; and finding bis Father and Mother with the reſt of that 
poor family gone their reſt, and the doors of the houſe ſhut, be conveighed 
himſelfin througb a wall that was broken down on the back. ſide of the houſes 
and lay ing himſelf down upon his bed , be thought to rake ſome reſt , hut 
the inward gripes and pangs of his guilty conſcience , did ſo intolcrably tot - 
ture and torment him, that he cou'd nos lay his eye-lids RE 
Secing therefore hexovuid find go teſt within doors, he coſe up again, and 
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A 65 | (6) | 
ent ont of the houſe , inſtantly the two men (as be confidently faith) ap- 
b E bim again, the ſirſt queſtion that they aſked him, was, whether be 
| HÞadany Enemies in the Town, whereynto be return'd this anf f 
bad wo, naming Edward Maddox, who (as was ſaid before) inditeg bim the 
laſt Summer A des for ſtealing ſix Pounds out of bis houſe, and Richard 
' White (both of Aden] who went to the Joſtince for a Warrant to appebend 
him. They aske him, if be would not be revenged on them, whereunts be 
| reply'd, bew ſhould he be reveng d on them, they tell him, by conſuming 
all that they had. * 
Ucon this ſuggeſtion his deviliſh malice inſtaxtly complied with that ra- 
vengful motion, wherefore being reſolutely bent to follow their hell. ſh dire ct. 
ions, he went back into his Fathers houſe , ard took out thence (as he con- 
| - feſſes,unknown to any of the Family) a large ſtick of fire; with it in Þis hand 
| he poſted to the houſe of Edward Maddox of Aldis, intending brſt to fire dis 
houſe , bur perceiving the wind to blow the fire towards his Fathers houſe, 
for fear leſt that alſo ſhould be burnt with it , he deſiſted from bis purpoſe 
there, and went immediately to the houſe of Richard White of the ſame Vil- 
lage, and about Mid- night he put the fire into ſome Broom wherewith bis 
Oven was covered to keep it dry, and never left blowing it, till it began 
to flame when he had done this work of the Devil. he went into a cloſe at the 
end of che Town, to ſce the iſſue thereof; and (as he ſairh) he walked ſeve- 
ral times about it, being willing to return to the houſe, and quench the fire, 
before it broke out into a violent flame, but be could not (as he confeſſes ) 
find the way out, he was ſo terrified and amazed. Had not therefore the 


fears that ſeiz ed upon Richard White and his Wife, i ord Dan Stephens 
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houſe on fire, with the ſtrong jcalouſies that his Wife ard Davghter were 


martht red before the houſe was burnt, they alſo with three ſmall Children 


had been conſumed to:Afhes, with their Dwelling Houſe , out Houſes, 
Grain, Hay, Impliments of Hwbandry, and Hovſhold-ſivf, with this 
houſe the ni xt houſc waz and burnt :o the ground, and the reſt of tte 
Town was in very ra All this time whilſt theſe two houſes were 
Burning. this bartar0us Villian tood upon the edg of the Connimon(callced 41- 
dons Mira) wh: rc he did the Murther and fired the firſt houſe. 

Now ali perſons began to ſuſpect Thomas Reignalas, he fearing therefore 
leſt he ſhouid be taken upon ſuſpition, reſolves not to enter the Low again, 
b't inſtantly to betake himſeif to the woods, and as be was flyir g his two 

old com; antons appeared to him again, no ſoor er did be fee them, but he 
began to diſcover bis fears and j. alouſies to them, they encautaged him with 
fair prom ſis that he ſhouid not be taken, and (as he ſaith) they went wieh 
bim to: tay barn delonging to Mr. R. land Bang? ef wie Stone Houſe, and 
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2 (7) 
there they continued talking with him, till he was ſaſt a ſleep, the next morn% = 
ing when be did awake, bis gnilty Conſcience (as he confeſſes) did fo terrify 
and torment him, with the ſamentable cries of that Innocent Bleod he bad 
ſo barbarouſly ſpilt. that he found as little eaſe as if he had been laid upon 
a Bed of Thorns, Under theſe horrours, and ti ors, be paſt away the day; 
red to him again, telling bim that he 


on Friday night, thofe two men appeared 
was vety ſecure there, and ſo perfwaded bim to alter bis reſolution of fly ing 
that night, be being very drowſy quickly fell a ſlcep ; waking again the nexe 
Morning , 8 miſ. d his companions, yet he found his old terrours 
were mightily encreaſed ; and he was beyond expreſſion affcighted with the 
horrid repreſentations of the grave and bell, wherher be feared bis Soul and 
Bady were poſting, In this miſerable condition he continued all Saturday, at 
night His mi fer able comforters viſited him again : the firſt queſtion that now 
they propoſed to him, was whether he were not hungry, he ſaid, yes I am 
very — , and more thirſty (and well indeed he might for from Thurſday 
to v. night, he had not taſted a bit of Bread; or drunk ſo much as a 
drop of of Water) they tell him that if he would follow them, they would 
bring him where he ſhould haye both Meat and Drink. It is not to be douted 
but chat he chearfully embraced their Motion. Inſtantly therefore they went 
witz him to the houſe of Riebard Jennings of the Pariſh of Onibary, which 
Thomas Rei gnoldi confeſſes he broke open, thei they entred with him in- 
to it, where he drank Aletbeglin, and took from thence a Cheeſe and 2 8 
of Btead, which were taken with him next day. (He was a:ked whether the 
tero men did Eat and Drink with him, be ſaid no, they only ſtood by him) 
fen therefore by this means he had allaid the violence of his bunger and 
\ rhirſt, theſe two men returned with him to the Hay- Barn again, ſtill en- 
courageing him not to fly, but however his intentions were about Cocks- 
Orowing (eben he had taken a little reſt) to forſake the Barn, and fly fo® 
his life, but when he was once fallen aſleep, be did ndꝭ awake till Sunday- 
2 be was apprebend ed. 1 | 

On Txeſday tlie 1 1th. of March, he received ryal , he pleaded guilty: 
and on the Tharſday following the Sentence was paſſed upon him; he was ad- 
judged to beHany'd,in Chains on A/dens Mind, near the place where he did the- 
murther. Accordingly on Thurſday March the 20th. he was Execured. 

He expteſſed much ſorrow for what he had done, and was tronbled at no- 
thing ſo much as the Murther of the Girle ; he wept much on Venſday, the day 
before he received the Sentence, and no ſooner did he ſee obn Stephens, but 
he fe upon his knees, defiring him with much earneſtneſs to forgive tam. 

What truth may be in the circumiſſ ances of this Confeilion, tis not eaſie to 
determine, to ſome I know theſe apf a: itions will ſeem incredible, I ſhall only 
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F. then reject it as an imp * 
os "2Fo conclude ; this ſtrange and unparalelled Murther , with the following 
of the two Houſes, I have thought good to publiſſ to the World, that 
; 1 (har eſpecially young) men, may take warning thereby, and be perſwaded 
to — of all their ſinful courſes, particularly theſe fins of Drunkenneſs, Sab- 
* bath. SITS Swearing, Lying and Stealing, theſe were the Sins 
Made way for theſe almoſt incredible Villanies 3 if this faithful Relation 

b bappily wy re theſe cffeRs in any that reads or hears it, I have attained 
end a ds reward of my ſmall pains z and you thereby inftcad of 
equeatt ling 1 our ſelves and your Relations, will find much comfort 

d co on Bark, and everlaſting joy in Heaven, 
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